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MEPA’s role 

• Spatial Planning  

– Structure Plan of the Maltese Islands 

– Local Plans (Malta and Gozo); 

– Policy Documents; 

– Subsidiary legislation (guidance). 

• Conservation 

– Scheduling; 

– Consultation on planning applications; 

– Forward planning (input on heritage matters). 



Cultural and Natural Protection 
• MEPA schedules both cultural and natural 

heritage: 
– Archaeology; 

– Cultural landscapes; 

– Architecture; 

– Engineering; 

– Ecology; 

– Geology; 

– Geography / Geomorphology, and 

– Natural / Semi-Natural Landscapes. 

• To date 2666 sites and areas have been 
scheduled within the Maltese Islands. 



The Scheduling process 
• MEPA’s Priority List 

– National Protective Inventory 

– Consultations 
• CHAC 

• PDAT 

– MEPA Board Approval 
• Publication in Government Gazette; 

• Notifications to owners; 

• Site Notices; 

• Publication in local newspapers and other media; 

• Publication on MEPA’s website. 

– Reconsiderations 

– Appeals 

– Court 



The Process - NPI 

• Assignment of values: 

 

• Historical value 

• Aesthetic/ Architectural value 

• Social value 

• Research value 

• Representative value 

• Rarity 

• Interpretative/contextual value 

 
Total sum of collective values gives 

significance - Grade 1, 2 or 3 




